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Definition of Race is Ordinary

Critical Race Theory

● Racism is ordinary - not 
aberrational

● The usual way society does 
business - the common, 
everyday experiences 
people have in this country

Scene on Radio – Seeing White

● Complicity in practices that 
discriminate and produce 
predictable outcomes on 
the basis of race -- racism -- 
is the path of least 
resistance

Internet

● Racism is ordinary, the 
"normal" way that society 
does business, the 
"common, everyday" 
experience of most People 
of Color in this country.



Role of Whiteness in Racism is Ordinary

“Looking straight at White America and the notion of Whiteness itself”

Whiteness has generally not been defined; John Biewen says “we get to see 
ourselves as individuals”...

...But Whiteness and consequent racism can be seen in differentiated outcomes, 
historically in the case of John Punch, as well as current health outcomes 

(Biewen, 2017)

 



Role of Whiteness in Racism is Ordinary

How we came to define Whiteness?

- Though definitions varied through time, 
Whiteness could be described as a system used 
to set the normative standard (Delgado & Stefancic, 
2017)

- The Naturalization Act of 1790 forced supreme 
court to identify who were eligible for citizenship 
in the US based on their Whiteness in opposition 
to people of color (Delgado & Stefancic, 2017) 

 v



Role of Whiteness in Racism is Ordinary

What is Whiteness?

- Through methods such as differential racialization, Whiteness was the 
driving force in terms of societal implicit bias, reasoning, and, subjective 
thinking. (Delgado & Stefancic, 2017)

 



Role of Whiteness in Racism is Ordinary

What is Whiteness?

- Whiteness influenced everything from professionalism to expected life 
choices

- Whiteness is the mother of White privilege and was interwoven into every 
aspect of the Western culture. 

 



Role of Whiteness Examples in Racism is 
Ordinary

White Flight or White Exodus - White middle class wanted to live around other 
White middle class and flee areas that were highly minoritized. Suburbs were 
born. 



Role of Whiteness Examples in Ordinary 
Racism

The Home Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) are 
responsible for making homes more accessible for 
first time home owners by designing a system that 
determined who was eligible for low risk loans. 

Redlining - A concept that disenfranchised people of 
color in terms of generating land wealth through 
discriminatory lending practices set in place by the 
HOLC
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Racism is Ordinary: Past Examples from 
Seeing White

● Chattel slavery & racial differentiation (Biewen, 2017)

● Racial bias in science findings that correlated racial background with 
intelligence based on skull size (Biewen, 2017)

● Homestead Act of 1862 excluded many Black citizens from acquiring land 
that was largely free in the expanding US (Biewen, 2017)

● Differentiated benefits of GI Bills (Biewen, 2017)



Examples Racism is Ordinary from present 
day sports



Examples of Racism Ordinary in Media

What is the media’s agenda?



Racism is Ordinary: Current Examples from 
Seeing White

● Continued “scientific” research that ignores the significance of racial 
constructs, and categorizes certain health conditions as unique particular 
racial groups. Such conditions are hypertension, obesity, etc. (Biewen, 2017)

● “Reverse racism” claims in presenting affirmative action measures as 
reparations (Biewen, 2017)

● The path of least resistance is that of complicity with racist practices 
(Biewen, 2017)



Racism is Ordinary Example in Critical Race 
Theory Text

Pg. 46 White judges will be permitted to keep discussing matters of intellectual 
substances, even issues of human rights and, because they are white, still be 
permitted to later decide factual situations involving human rights. But Black 
judges, have a far more rigid standard, which would preclude Black judges from 
doing just that.

-Federal Judge Leon Higginbotham in refusing to disqualify himself from hearing a 
case. 



How Race is Ordinary in Education
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